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Blessings to our Very Reverend Chor Episcopoi, Reverend Fathers, Reverend Deacons, and faithful of the
Northeast American Diocese!

Dearly beloved,

On this most glorious Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we extend our heartfelt
greetings in the joy of the Incarnate Lord. The message of this holy feast proclaims a universal word of hope:
that light enters the darkness, dignity is restored to the poor, and all are invited to follow Christ in humility.

Holy Scripture reminds us that Christ was born not in a palace, but among the lowly, for “He humbled Himself
and became obedient unto death” (Philippians 2:8). This humility is not weakness, but the deepest expression
of divine strength. It reveals the path by which we are called to follow Christ—not through dominance or
power, but through compassion, forgiveness, and mercy.

As we behold the great mystery of God’s condescension, we encounter the depth of divine compassion and
love, which all Christians are called to emulate. In a time marked by divisions, uncertainties, and social
upheaval, the humility revealed in Bethlehem calls us to follow the newborn King by embodying the very
virtues manifested in His Nativity.

We pray that the radiant light of Bethlehem may renew the clergy and faithful of our Diocese. May the joy of
this holy feast strengthen our commitment to bear witness to the power of God through lives shaped by virtue
and rooted in humility. May the peace of the newborn Christ fill your hearts today and remain with you
throughout the coming New Year.

Yours in our Lord,

Metropolitan Zachariah Mar Nicholovos
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